
 

 

 

John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are 

they which testify of me. 

John 1:45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, we have found him, of 

whom Moses in the law [Torah], and the prophets, did write, Yeshua of Nazareth, 

the son of Joseph.  

Luke 24:27 And beginning at Moses [Torah] and all the prophets, he expounded 

unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 

Acts 28:23 And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into 

his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading 

them concerning Yeshua, both out of the law [Torah] of Moses, and out of the 

prophets, from morning till evening. 

2 Timothy 2:15 Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 

to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

Centuries before Yeshua walked the earth, Ezra the Scribe and the 120 elders of the 

Great Assembly divided the Torah into 54 portions so that in the course of a year 

(beginning and ending on the Jewish holiday of Simchat Torah) the entire scroll would 

be recited during services. This practice is still observed in synagogues around the 

world today. Yeshua [Jesus], said that these Scriptures testify of Him. And beginning 

with Moses [Torah] and all the Prophets, Yeshua interpreted to them in all the 

Scriptures the things concerning himself. 

I am excited once again as we are getting ready to start the new Torah Cycle on October 

20th, 2019. As we study the Torah let us never forget that Yeshua the Messiah is the 

Living Torah, the Word of God made flesh. He is the way, the truth and the life — the 

Living Manna sent from heaven. Without Him living in us through His Holy Spirit 

leading and guiding us into all truth [Jn 16:13]; the written Torah could easily become 

the dead letter of the law and lead one into a mere religious experience without the Life 

of Yeshua [See: Jn 5:39-40]. 



 

 

Like the sages of Israel, we believe because the Bible was inspired by God, it holds 

meaning and revelation at many levels: the historical level, the life application level, 

the symbolic level, and the hidden revelation level. In fact, in Rabbinic Judaism, there 

are four different methods used in study of Torah as can be seen below. 

Pardes" refers to (types of) approaches to biblical exegesis in Rabbinic Judaism or 

to interpretation of text in Torah study. The term, sometimes also spelled PaRDeS, 

is an acronym formed from the same initials of the following four approaches:  

• Peshat ( ט שָׁ   .surface" (straight) or the literal (direct) meaning" – (פְּ

• Remez ( ֶרֶמז) – "hints" or the deep (allegoric: hidden or symbolic) meaning 

beyond just the literal sense. 

• Derash ( ַרש  from Hebrew darash: "inquire" (seek) – the comparative – (דְּ

(midrashic) meaning, as given through similar occurrences. 

• Sod ( סֹוד) (pronounced with a long O as in lore) – "secret" (mystery) or the 

meaning, as given through inspiration or revelation. 

Each type of Pardes interpretation examines the extended meaning of a text. As a 

general rule, the extended meaning never contradicts the base meaning. The Peshat 

means the plain or contextual meaning of the text. Remez is the allegorical meaning. 

Derash includes the metaphorical meaning, and Sod represents the hidden meaning.  

There are incredible lessons to be learned by simply studying the usage of Hebrew 

letters in the text or the structure of Hebrew words [letter sequencing]. Of course, we 

believe these deeper meanings are irrelevant if one does not believe what the text 

literally says. So, we strive to get the literal meaning of the text and then move on into 

the deeper levels of study. 

Matthew 6:11 Give us this day our daily bread. 

Psalms 119:133 Order my steps in thy word: and let not any iniquity have dominion 

over me. 
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